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In 2020, natural stone might not match up well with the Color of the 
Year announcements of Sherwin-Williams: Naval (SW 6244), Behr: Back 
To Nature/Light Green S340-4, Pantone: Classic Blue 19-4052 or Benjamin 
Moore: First Light 2102-70. Although there are blue, green and pink mar-
bles and granites, I would expect that the tried-and-true whites, beiges 
and grey natural stones will conti nue to be preferred for fl oors, walls, and 
countertops this year.  

Quartzites have become much more readily available in a much broader 
range of colors and ranges. The leather fi nish, which has a slight undu-
lati ng surface with a soft  sheen, seems to be popular. Quartzite is an 
extremely hard material and oft en is harder than granite. It is tough on 
diamond cutti  ng blades as they wear much faster. Taj Mahal is a popular 
choice as it is beige with a white background and a lot of vein movement. 
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Luxurious residence with 
sandstone walls and limestone fl oors.

Natural stone has 

been with us for 

millions of years, and 

it is still going strong.



66 2020  |  TRENDS

STONE TRENDS (continued) 

Engineered Stone
Quartz stone has conti nued to grow 

in popularity. Also known as engineered 
stone, it’s not a natural stone, but con-
tains about 90% quartzite bound with 
a resin. It gives a more consistent look 
than most natural stones. Since it isn’t 
natural, it doesn’t have all the benefi ts 
of a natural stone that is millions of years 
old, like beauti ful variati on of colors and 
veining, although for countertops the 
pricing tends to be bett er and it seems 
to be kind of “trendish” like the way the 
Corian countertops were popular years 
ago. Quartz stone is coming out in larger 
color and veining selecti on opti ons, and 
has taken some market share from the 
natural stone countertop market, but 
hasn’t had much of an impact for fl oor 
and wall applicati ons. Natural granite 
stone is sti ll the preferred choice for 
kitchen countertops, and I expect a lot of 
it to be sold in 2020.

GPTP
Another product that is new and 

threatening to take market share from 
natural stone countertops is gauged por-
celain ti le panels that now come in 2 
cm (3/4”) thick panels. They are being 
promoted through stone fabricators 
because they can use the same equip-
ment used to fabricate natural stone 
countertops. Fabricators can polish the 
edges or bullnose or miter them like 
you do with a natural stone. With digital 
inkjet technology, ti le manufacturers can 
produce panels that look like natural 
stone and have the durability of a por-
celain ti le. Of course GPTP won’t have 
the intrinsic value of a natural stone that 
is millions of years old and that can be 
refi nished to look like new aft er years of 
wear and tear. And all of these products 
need to be installed properly in order to 
get them to perform well and provide 
years of service and beauty. 

Limestone is still very popular 
particularly with the high-end residences. 

This high-end home interior features Taj Mahal quarti ze countertops and limestone fl ooring.

This high-end residence has Taj Mahal quarti ze on the exterior walls and limestone fl ooring 
on the pool deck. 

Taj Mahal quarti ze on the exterior walls and limestone fl ooring again star in this posh home.
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Many of the tile manufacturers produce porcelain tiles 
to replicate the soft beige limestones with subtle vein-
ing. Limestones oft en have fossil inclusions that give it a 
unique look.

Sealing stone
There is a lot of confusion about whether to seal a nat-

ural stone, and if so how to seal it and with what. There 
are diff erent opinions, but I always recommend sealing 
with a penetrati ng sealer. I don’t recommend sealing all 
sides of a stone since sealers are general bond-breakers. 
Some companies recommend sealing all six sides of the 
stone, but require that you use an ANSI A118.15 high-
strength thinset to bond the ti le since it needs added 
strength to counteract the eff ect of the sealer. Sealers 
don’t last that long, depending on the environment and 
what wear and tear the stone is subjected to. The rule of 
thumb is if water beads up on the surface of the stone 
and doesn’t darken the stone when you wipe it up, the 
sealer is sti ll there and working. Sealers don’t make the 
stone waterproof or stain proof, but it does make it resis-
tant to moisture and staining and easier to maintain.

Natural stone does require more maintenance than 

a ceramic ti le, but it can always be restored to look like 
new by professional restorati on companies. There is 
something about touching or standing on a natural stone 
that is millions of years old and has the natural colors 
and veining with the random variati ons that give it such 
intrinsic beauty and value. Aft er all, if you look around the 
world, the one thing that is always remains from ancient 
ti mes as the legacy of those generati ons is natural stone.

A Carrara quarry mountain in Italy, as natural stone marble is mined.
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